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Commission Members Present: Chaz Weber, Garry Thompson, Brian Chitester, Peter 
Carpenter, and Michelle Hawkins.  Brett Iafigliola and Gary Pehanic were excused. 
 
Others Present: George Smerigan, City Planner and Audience: 0. 
 

Vice-Chairman Garry Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.   
 
1.  Planning & Zoning Case # 09-2022 - A request by Michael & Jennifer Gantous, 
owners of 8434 Metropolitan, for a lot consolidation of six parcels, PP# 281-31-032; 281-
32-033; 281-32-008; 281-32-034; 281-32-032; and 281-32-007. 
 
Ms. Gantous indicated that they are planning to add square footage to her home.  The 
garage and family room have a lower roof line, so we want to add a second story addition 
on that section.  When we started working with the company and they were going to start 
pulling permits we found out that the lot was not conforming because we have all these 
parcels.  Mr. Thompson stated that they previously owned all the parcels but they were 
never consolidated. Ms. Gantous replied correct.  Mr. Thompson stated that the 
Commission has an email from Don Sheehy dated May 31st the first part is from Mr. 
Smerigan which states: “I’m good with taking this to planning and zoning or with Don 
approving it administratively since it is just a consolidation plat” Mr. Sheehy’s reply was: 
“I’m good with what is proposed; intent is to consolidate the limits shown I would 
recommend for approval but I believe it will require planning and zoning approval.”  
 
Mr. Thompson stated that the applicant is looking to consolidate six parcels.  Mr. Smerigan 
replied that there is a line that actually goes through the house so there are six parcels.  He 
stated that the key is the applicant would like to do an addition on the house and they have 
a situation where essentially the property line runs through the house so we can’t issue a 
permit because it doesn’t comply with zoning. The simple way to get the property in 
compliance is to consolidate the lots. The applicant’s also have a pool, pool house and 
some sheds that are technically non-conforming because they are accessory structures 
without a principal structure and consolidating these lots will solve all those problems and 
they can get their permit and move forward.  The city engineer has reviewed the plat and 
we are recommending approval.  
 
Ms. Gantous asked if paper streets could ever be gotten rid of.  Mr. Thompson stated that it 
is difficult but with all the consolidations taking place and fewer owners it might be possible 
because there would be fewer people to deal with. Basically, the paper streets are platted 
and all the property owners, or a high percentage, would have to abandon them and the 
city would have to approve it.  Ms. Gantous state that there are people that own plots on 
that paper street.  Mr. Thompson replied yes. Mr. Smerigan stated that they have no way to 
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get to their lots.  Mr. Thompson stated that they are landlocked pieces of property that have 
been handed down since around 1928.  Ms. Gantous stated that the city doesn’t own them.  
Mr. Thompson replied no. Mr. Smerigan stated that the city owns the right of way and there 
are parcels on that right of way but the street was never improvement so they have no way 
to drive to their parcel.   
 
Ms. Gantous stated that if she is approved this evening would there be the potential that 
she would have to come back for other zoning or do we not know that yet.  If she is not 
adding on do we need to look at variances.  Mr. Smerigan stated that it depends on where 
and how you are adding and is assuming they are adding onto the rear.  Ms. Gantous 
replied they are adding up and are not changing the footprint.  Mr. Smerigan replied no, 
they would not need any additional variances or have to come back for any site plan 
approval because of what she is doing she would just need to get a building permit.   
 
Mr. Thompson moved to approve a request by Michael & Jennifer Gantous, owners of 
8434 Metropolitan, for a lot consolidation of six parcels, PP# 281-31-032; 281-32-033; 281-
32-008; 281-32-034; 281-32-032; and 281-32-007; Ms. Hawkins seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 
nays. Motion carried.  
 
COUNCIL LIAISON REPORT – Mr. Chitester stated that he updated Council on how the 
Commission was progressing with the Suhail property and how we are working at work 
sessions reviewing Phase III.  He stated that there is nothing else to report unless K. 
Hovnanian comes in with some sort of variance which he does not expect. They are 
building on Western Reserve East. Mr. Thompson asked if they were a new builder. Mr. 
Chitester replied new builder but same developer. He does not expect them to come to 
planning but, you never know.  Mr. Weber asked who the builder was on the west side.  Mr. 
Chitester replied Pulte.   
 
Mr. Thompson asked about Mr. Terlep.  Mr. Chitester stated that there is a public hearing 
scheduled for June 27th at 7:30 and a vote on the 28th if everything goes well.  Mr. 
Thompson stated that this is the parcel on the southwest corner of Lewis and Bagley being 
rezoned from residential D-1 to P1.  Mr. Terlep is back in town and Council has to hold a 
public hearing.  Mr. Chitester stated yes, the hearing is on Monday and then we have our 
Council meeting on the 28th and as long as everything goes smoothly a vote that evening 
but he can’t say for sure.  Mr. Thompson stated that the Commission recommended 
approving the change in zoning.  Mr. Chitester invited everyone to attend in case there 
were some questions Council could not answer, the board could.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS – None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – Mr. Chitester moved to approve the minutes of June 1, 2022 
as written; Mr. Weber seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: Mr. Chitester moved to adjourn; Ms. Hawkins seconded.  Voice 
Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.    
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Meeting adjourned at 7:46 p.m.  

              
Planning & Zoning Commission Clerk      Date 
 
 
              
Planning & Zoning Chairman       Date 


